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Narrative of Thomas Linvill (bc 1732-dc 1798) 

(Linville Database #1798) 

 

Evidence for relationships in the 18th century frontier of the American Colonies requires 

use of a wide variety of sources, particularly for a family where there are limited land records, 

no extant probate records, and sons and grandsons born either too late or too early to participate 

in the Revolutionary War. The following narrative describes the life of one man born on the 

Pennsylvania frontier to a family migrating on the early frontiers of Virginia, North Carolina, 

and Tennessee, whose family came of age during the migration. It provides an illustration for 

the use of a variety of other sources and the importance of focusing on geography.  

Thomas Linville (bc 1732 – dc 1798)  

son of Thomas Linville (bc 1703-dc 1761)                                 Unknown wife or wives 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      Jane        Thomas    Rebecca    Abraham     Richard       Sybilla        Aaron 

                  (b 1754)      (bc 1760)  (bc 1766)    (bc 1768)     (b 1773)      (bc 1778)    (bc 1780) 

 

         Others possible (especially daughters) but not known. 

 

Thomas Linvill5 (Thomas4, John3, Richard2, Thomas1)1 was likely born by 1732 either 

at Conestoga or Cordorus Creek, Pennsylvania, as his father Thomas Linvill4 (born c1703) was 

already living west of the Susquehanna near present-day Gettysburg.2  His father’s family 

moved to at least the northern part of the Shenandoah Valley in Virginia by the mid-1730s,3  

making the Shenandoah Valley along Linville Creek where he spent his childhood.4  Thomas’s 
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birth date (circa 1732) is developed from his appearance and disappearance on tax lists in North 

Carolina, where the taxable age was 16 years for a male in his father's (or someone else's) 

household and age 21 when males were taxed on their own and able to buy land.5  Then, after 

1784, the upper age limit for poll tax for males was established as 50 after which they were only 

taxed for land.6  His father and uncle William Linville had established a 1500 acre enclave in 

Linville Creek, Virginia near present Edom, Virginia in Rockingham County.  Until his early 

teens, there were few families around except those migrating down the Great Wagon Road from 

Pennsylvania to points south.7,8  By the time Thomas had reached taxable age of 16, his parents 

had sold their Linville Creek land in Virginia in 1746.9  The family is then found in the Dan 

River watershed in what became Rowan County, North Carolina. The first extant tax for that 

area, 1751, lists Thomas Linville “Senor” (sic) as head of household with two boys of taxable 

age --Thomas “Junor” (sic) and William in his household.10  

 

List of Tythables on Dan River for 1751 [State Archives of North Carolina] 

Consequently, Thomas of this narrative would have been at least 16 years old by 1751, 

but almost certainly older because he was old enough to acquire a warrant for a survey of land 

on 16 May 1753 when he is identified as Thomas Linville, Jr. in a Lord Granville Land Grant 

labeled as in Orange County, part of the distribution of western North Carolina land.11 The 
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official land file in the state archives indicates that a grant and deed were granted in "Orange 

County" (sic) 1 July 1760.  And no deed for the sale of his or his father's grant seem to have 

been recorded.   The survey of 200 acres fell on both sides of Great Meadow, Middle Fork of 

Belews Creek. His father Thomas Linvill Sr., who had his own land grant nearby, and his 

brother William Linvill (bc 1735) were chain carriers for the survey.12  Considered with the 

1751 tax list, this is the indirect evidence – and the only evidence to date – of their relationship 

as father and sons. 

                        

Thomas Linville Jr.’s Belews Creek (Orange County) North Carolina Survey and 

Grant 

Thomas (Jr.) – the subject of this narrative – apparently held this land at least until 

moving to western North Carolina in the 1770s.  No deeds for the sale for his or his father's 

grant appear to have been recorded in North Carolina county records.13  It is possible some may 

have been recorded in Orange County, NC (since the grants were issued in that county before 

the formation of Rowan County).14 As a consequence, there is no evidence of a wife for him 

found in land records. Before 1784, a wife would have had common law rights and should have 

signed any deeds.15  It seems likely his land simply stayed with the remaining Linville family 

after the father Thomas Sr.’s (bc 1703-dc 1761) death16 and the son’s Thomas Jr.’s (the subject 

of this narrative) move to western North Carolina. 
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There is also a possibility that despite being fully established in Belews Creek, North 

Carolina during the 1750s, parts of the family readily moved up and down the Great Wagon 

Road to Virginia throughout the decade. Present-day Franklin County, Virginia historical maps 

list "Linville Brothers" along the Carolina Road near "Lynville Creek," "Linville Ford" and 

"Lynville Mountain" near today's Hardy, Virginia.17 County deeds and tax records18 do not 

reveal exactly which Linville brothers this could be, but it seems likely that they could be two of 

Thomas Sr.'s oldest sons -- Thomas Jr. and William who were on the 1751 tax records with him. 

Research on this possibility continues. 

                                                             

Historical Northern Franklin County, VA         Present-day Northern Franklin County, VA 

  Thomas Linville (of this narrative) likely married about the time of his land acquisition 

(1753-4), possibly to a woman named either Catharine or Jane. His oldest known child, Jane, 

was born by 1754.19  Whether the family was living only in North Carolina or helping to 

maintain a waystation along the Carolina Road in Virginia at the time is not clear since as there 

are no record of Linville activities in Belews Creek between 1755 and 1758.   
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It also is possible he was married more than once. There is a large enough break in the 

births between known children to suggest that. And there is one reference in a church record to 

a Catherine Linville in 1799-1800 (see discussion below), which could suggest either a daughter 

or a wife. With the first daughter named Jane (possibly named for a mother or an aunt) and 

second son named Abraham, there has been a suggestion for a possible connection to the 

Abraham Vanderpool family, neighbors of the Linvilles at Belews Creek and later both Beaver 

and Cove creeks farther west in North Carolina. The given names of Abraham, Jane, and 

Catherine all appear in that family who were definitely related to the Linvilles a generation 

later. But the Vanderpools appear to still be in northern Virginia not Belews Creek until about 

1757.20 At this point the connection to the Vanderpools before the family was living near 

Beaver Creek in western North Carolina is speculative, but as this description of Thomas 

Linville's life reveals, he was closely allied with the Vanderpools. What the nature of their 

relationship was beyond their children and grandchildren intermarrying along the migratory 

trails from Belews Creek to Wilkes County, North Carolina; Campbell County, Tennessee; 

western Missouri; and on to Oregon is not known.  Both families have incomplete genealogies 

between 1750-1800.21   

Although there are no extant tax records for Belews Creek between 1752-1758, Thomas 

Linville Jr. (bc 1732) appears as constable "in the room of Isaac Young" in the Belews Creek 

settlement in a Rowan County, North Carolina court record 13 Oct 1754.22 The first extant tax 

list for the geographic area covering all of Rowan County was for 1759.23  There are two groups 

of Linvilles on it: one was the group settled at Belews Creek, including Thomas Linville Sr., 

and his sons Thomas Jr. (bc 1732 of this narrative), David, and Richard (son William 

conspicuously missing); the second group – Thomas Sr.’s (bc 1703-dc 1761) brother William 
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(bc 1708-d 1766) 24 was grouped with his sons John and William Jr. – at the forks of the Yadkin 

on the other side of Wachovia settlement about 35 miles west. This is also the last reference to 

Thomas Linville Sr. (bc 1703-dc 1761) in North Carolina records.  After 1761, all references to 

Thomas Linville belong to his son, who became the new Thomas Linville, Sr. (subject of this 

narrative) for the next generation. 

                              

Rowan County, North Carolina 1759 Tax List [State Archives of North Carolina] 

Six years later, Thomas, along with his younger brother Aaron Linville presented a 

claim for killing several wolves on 8 Dec 1764 at Rowan County, NC.25  Rowan County paid 

them in a 1765 list of men for killing wolves, panthers, and cats.26 Thomas Linville and David 

Linville were on a road jury 14 Jul 1767 to lay out a road from Capefear near New Garden 

Meeting House (today, Guilford County) in a direct line to Daniel Dillon's Mill to join the Town 

Fork Road near David Linville's.27 Abraham Vanderpool was an overseer for another road from 

David Linville's to the Moravian settlement in Salem.28  Later that year, on 15 Oct 1767, 

Thomas Lingwell (sic) and David Lingwell (sic) were on a road jury to lay out a road from 

Belews Creek settlement to Salem through the most convenient place to Cornelius Cook's in 
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Dan River Road.29  The following year Thomas appeared on the 1768 tax list for Belews Creek, 

Rowan County, North Carolina. Thomas Linville and his younger brother Moses are listed 

together in one household; David Linville and "brother" Aaron are listed together in a second.30  

Again, William is conspicuously missing. That same year the Rowan County Pleas and Quarter 

Sessions records indicate that 15 Jan 1768 Thomas Linvill was an overseer for the road that was 

already laid out from David Linvilles to the river with the "hands living in Blews (sic) Creek 

settlement.” 31  A few months later on 19 Apr 1768, Thomas, David, and Richard Linville were 

all ordered to appear to qualify to lay out the road from Cape Fear near New Garden Meeting 

House to David Dillon's Mill to Town Fork near David Linville's.32 All of these references to a 

"Thomas" Linville in Belews Creek seem likely to be for Thomas Jr. (bc 1732) and not his 

father who died around 1761.  David, Richard, Aaron, and Moses continued to live in Belews 

Creek 33 while Thomas of this narrative started moving west, becoming the next generation of 

Thomas Linville in the records. 

In 1771 Surry County was created from Rowan with the first Surry County tax taken and 

published alphabetically. It included Thomas Linville, as well as apparent brothers Aaron and 

Richard each in individual households with only one poll.34  This tax record, though, put the 

land of the previous generation of two Linville brothers’ – Thomas (bc 1703-dc 1761) and 

William (bc 1708-d July 1766) – in separate counties for the first time since moving from 

Virginia to North Carolina.  William's family remained at the forks of the Yadkin, still in 

Rowan County, while Thomas's family at Belews Creek fell in Surry County jurisdiction.35  In 

1772, the original alphabetical tax list for Surry included Thomas Linville (on Belews Creek) 

and in separate households, apparent brothers Richard, Haren (sic), Moses, and David -- the 
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latter with 2 poles in the household.36 Wynant, Jacob, Abraham (2 polls) and John Vanderpool 

were also in Belews Creek area.37 

By 10 Sept 1772, the Belews Creek Linville families began moving their households 

farther away. On that date, Benjamin Angel of Surry County sold two parcels of land along with 

three horses and a note of Charles Burns(?) to Hugh Montgomery of Salisbury, Rowan County. 

One parcel was described as on Elk Creek and one on Thomas Linville's Mill Creek.38  

Witnesses were John Brown and William Allison, adjacent landowners on Beaver Creek.  The 

land is located about 80 miles west of Belews Creek along Route 421 to Wilkesboro and Route 

268 to near Ferguson, North Carolina on both sides of the (now) Wilkes/Caldwell county line. 

Both Elk Creek and what is now Laytown Creek (but was Thomas Linville's Mill Creek)39 are 

on the north side of the Yadkin, a short distance upstream from the land indicated in a deed 

Thomas Linville later recorded in 1788 on Beaver Creek.40  Clearly, given the reference in 

Angel’s deed to an improvement on Thomas Linvilles Mill Creek, the Linvilles had a presence 

in the area before 1772 though no other land purchases or acquisitions appear to have been 

recorded.41 This seems to have been a typical pattern for the Linvilles -- go and find some land 

that no one is on, settle it, make improvements, and then (if at all) record the deeds.            

 

Thomas Linville’s Mill Creek and “Improvement”-1772 

This new land of Thomas Linville’s in western North Carolina, where they lived through 

the Revolution, was still in Surry County until 1777 when Surry was split to create Wilkes 

County.42  In the 1774 Surry County tax list his name appears next to Abraham, Wynant, and 
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John Vanderpool.43 The Vanderpools not only had previously lived nearby in Belews Creek,44 

but became neighbors at Elk Creek, in Surry/Wilkes County,45 and later at Cove Creek in now 

Watauga (originally Wilkes) County.46  In 1777 the lands west of Surry and Rowan were used 

to create Wilkes County47 that included the Thomas Linville land around Beaver Creek, as is 

evidenced by his appearance in Wilkes county records, as follows.   

On 12 June 1778, Thomas Linville was still living in the Thomas Linville's Mill Creek 

(now Laytown Creek)/Elk and Beaver Creek areas in Wilkes County where Abraham 

Vanderpool entered 150 acres on the south side of the Yadkin along a line made by Thomas 

Linville, including the improvement where Abraham Vanderpool Sr., and Jr., lived.48  Two 

deeds recorded on the following pages in the deed book also indicate “Linvilles Mill Creek” on 

the north side of the Yadkin. Thomas Linville was summoned on 1 Dec 1778 by the Wilkes 

County sheriff to appear before a jury to testify for Ruth Barton's claim against John Brown's 

land entry involving a land dispute between neighbors in the Beaver Creek/Kings Creek area.49  

Then, the following spring on 3 Mar 1779, Abraham Vanderpool sold to Micajah Bennett the 

150 acres he had previously entered and just obtained rights to on the south side of the Yadkin 

adjacent to Simpson's and Linville's lines.50  And, on 8 June 1779, Thomas Linville, John 

Vanderpool, and Thomas Holeman were among the men chosen on jury to view a road from 

near Thomas Johnson's up the Yadkin River into the other road near "Linvilles old Meeting 

House."51  Whether this is on the north side of the Yadkin (Linville's Mill Creek) or the south 

side (Beaver Creek), it is clear that there was a meeting house - probably Baptist given the 

family’s later church records - in this area before 1779.  Records or any other notice of this 

meeting house appear not to have survived.  Parts of both the Linville and Vanderpool families 

were involved in the origin of Cove Creek Baptist Church 20 years later.52  Thomas was chosen 
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as member of another road jury to view most convenient way around John Kees, Sr. (Keese?) 

plantation on 9 Jul 1779 at Wilkes County, North Carolina.53  A printed transcription of Wilkes 

County court records lists a "William Linville" as appearing on a jury. However, the original, 

when viewed clarifies that this is a transcription error and the original entry refers to a William 

Smith, not Linville.54   

By the 1780s, clearly established in Beaver/Elk Creek area of Wilkes County, Thomas’s 

offspring begin to add to the record of the family. By the time Thomas Linville appeared on the 

1782 tax list for Keese District, Wilkes County, North Carolina,55 his apparently oldest child – a 

daughter, Jane, was married to Edward Smith in Wilkes County.56 Others in Keese’s 1782 

district included people whose names are mentioned as interacting with either the Linvilles or 

the Vanderpools: Micajah Bennett, Edward Smith [Thomas's daughter Jane's husband], Thomas 

Brian, John Bradley, Ann Wisdom, Thomas Harbin, Thomas Holman Sr. and Jr., William 

Allison.57  Thomas’s 1782 tax was for 60 acres and two slaves - one 1-7 years old and one 50-

60 years old.   

Two years later Thomas Linville appeared on the 1784 tax list for Wilkes County, North 

Carolina.58 It is also the first tax list on which any of Thomas Linville's sons start to appear with 

him.  Thomas "Lenvil" was taxed that year for 130 acres and 2 polls, suggesting that his first 

son (who would be Thomas Jr.) had just turned 16 since the last tax (1782) -- old enough to be 

taxed, but not to own land or pay his tax himself (age 21). Others who were also in the 1782 

Keese District tax list continued to appear in 1784, this time with locations noted: Thomas 

Bryan and Edward Smith [Jane Linville's husband] on Kings Creek [now Caldwell County] - 

one creek upstream from the Linvilles who were on Beaver Creek at the time; Thomas Harbin 
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on the Yadkin itself; John Vanderpool 1 poll and 50 acres also on the Yadkin; John Bradley 1 

poll listed "between Washington on Cove Creek."59  

  

          

Wilkes County Court Records 27 April 1784 [FHL Film 7,856,631, digital image 154] 

In April 1784, Thomas Harbin indicated in court that he sold 170 acres to Thomas 

Linville.60  The land is presumed to be the land on Beaver Creek although the actual deed 

appears not to have been recorded.  A later deed chain when Linville sold some of this land 

identified it as on Beaver Creek.61  Thomas Harbin later sold 230 acres of land on Beaver Creek 

on south side of the Yadkin to Elinor Triplett, identified as joining Thomas Linville, being part 

of 400-acre tract deeded Harbin by Elijah Isaacs,62 providing additional evidence for the 

location of Linville land.   

When Thomas Linville appeared on the 1785 tax list for 270 acres in Wilkes County, 

North Carolina, he was again listed with 2 polls, suggesting that either Thomas Jr. had still not 

turned 21 or just hadn’t acquired land yet.63 Part of Wilkes County became Washington County, 

State of Franklin, but was reconstituted as Washington County, North Carolina in 1787-1788 

right before the land was ceded back to North Carolina.64  No one really moved; the boundaries 

just changed.  This is reflected in the tax records for 1787. Thomas Sr. appears on the tax lists 

for both jurisdictions in 1787.  First, father (bc 1732) and son, Thomas Jr. (bc 1760), were listed 

in Washington County, Tennessee tax list: Thomas Linville with 100 acres and 1 poll; a second 
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Thomas Linville with 100 acres and 1 poll.65  Since Thomas Linville Jr was listed in a 

household by himself this is a good indication that he had turned 21 since the previous tax year -

1785 - and old enough to own land. However, the Wilkes County tax list for 1787, only has one 

Thomas Linville with no polls and 270 acres.66 This would still be the Beaver Creek land that 

wasn't sold until a year later in 1788. The fact that the family appeared to be moving between 

1787-1788 may explain their absence on the extant 1787 North Carolina state census for Wilkes 

County.67 Thomas Linville Sr. apparently never appeared again as paying a poll tax for himself 

on a tax list -- only land tax, suggesting that he was definitely older than 50.68 

At the time Thomas Linville sold his land in southeastern Wilkes County in 1788 and 

moved to Cove Creek in western Wilkes County, the latter area on the North 

Carolina/Tennessee border and had gone through some quick changes in jurisdiction.  Cove 

Creek, the area around the Watauga River on the Tennessee/North Carolina border, was in the 

District of Washington created in 1776, prior to the creation of Wilkes County.69  However, by 

the time Thomas Linville died in North Carolina about 1798, the Cove Creek land he had 

owned fell into Ashe County. Today, it would now be in Watauga County.70 

  
Wilkes County Tax Districts 1786 

[Samuel E. Sebastian, Wilkes County, North Carolina Taxables] 
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Linville Land on Beaver Creek 1772-1788; Cove Creek 1788-1800 

 

Thomas Linville Sr. of Washington County, North Carolina sold 50 acres in Wilkes 

County to John Norris, in the presence of Thomas Linville, Jr. (then, clearly over 21 years) on 

11 Oct 1788.71  This is the first of two deeds disposing of his land on Beaver Creek that he had 

apparently acquired from Thomas Herbin/Harbin in an unrecorded deed.72 A month later, on 12 

Nov 1788 Thomas Linville of Washington County, North Carolina sold to Thomas Holeman the 

remaining 120 acres on both sides of Beaver Creek, described as "part of the 400 acre grant of 

Elijah Isaacs to Thomas Harbin." 73  Isaacs’s deed to Harbin and his North Carolina land grant 

definitely place where the Linvilles had been living on Beaver Creek between 1772-1788.74   

  

Elijah Isaacs North Carolina Grant75 

No wife signed either Linville deed to Harbin or Norris, apparently the only two extant 

deeds located regarding Thomas Linville's land in North Carolina.  As of 1784 and until mid-

19th century, North Carolina stopped the common law practice of dowers' rights.76  For that 
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reason, Thomas was not required to get his wife to sign off on her rights in land transfers.  

Therefore, because there is no wife's signature, nothing can be assumed about who she was, 

whether she was still living, or if there was more than one. 

On 29 July 1789, Thomas Linvill, "Senr" of Washington County, North Carolina finally 

recorded the deed for the 50 acres he previously sold in Nov 1788 to John Norris on the east 

side of Beaver Creek on the corner of Linville's line, which was part of Elijah Isaacs, state grant 

of 400 acres.  Witnesses were Thomas Linville, "Jr" (clearly over 21 now), David Magee and 

Andrew Welch.77 Certainly, by 1789 the Linvilles – Thomas Sr. and his adult or nearly adult 

children— pulled up stakes on Beaver Creek and settled in the Watauga watershed in the Cove 

Creek area.  Maps with Linville Creek and Vanderpool Creek in present-day Watauga County 

mark the location near Vilas, North Carolina where the North Carolina Land Grants eventually 

fell to both Thomas Sr.78 (subject of this narrative) and his son Thomas Jr. (bc 1760).79 This 

move also brought associations with the Campbell and Yount80 families in the next decade— 

families who provided spouses for four Linville children.81  Just to be clear, during the late 

1770s through 1790s, there were a number of land jurisdictional changes in the western part of 

North Carolina. Thomas Linville lived in only two places geographically after leaving Belews 

Creek - the Elk and Beaver creeks area in southeastern Wilkes County and Cove Creek area in 

western Wilkes County near the Tennessee line. The ownership of the Beaver Creek land put 

him in Surry County, Washington County, and Wilkes County records during the time period.82   
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Through 1790 census records, marriage records of three daughters, tax records for the 

1790s, and family records kept by descendants of his four sons, Thomas Linville’s family 

constellation comes into view.  The military district #8 of Wilkes County in the 1790 census 

included 34 families—both Thomas Linvilles being two of those families.83  The elder Thomas 

had a household of three males over 16, one male under 16, and one female—presumably, 
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Thomas and sons Abraham and Richard over 16, and Aaron under 16 were the males as they 

come into taxable age in the same district. Thomas Jr. had one male over 16, one male under 

(presumably, Thomas and his son, also Thomas, and therefore grandson of Thomas of this 

narrative) and 4 females (presumably, wife Jemimah, and three daughters).84  The two 

households were separated by two Whittendon families and an Estepp. 

 

1790 North Carolina Census, Wilkes County, Whittendon District, p. 158, col 2 

Apparent daughters Jane and Rebecca were already married and in households of their 

own.  Jane had been married to Edward Smith for 10 years and had at least four or five 

daughters before 1787.85  Rebecca Linville married James Campbell in Washington County, 

Tennessee 23 Feb 1789.86 James and his bondsman, Jeremiah Campbell (possibly a father or 

brother) managed the bond although it may not have been as steep a price as that paid by John 

Mynatt for his marriage a few years later to Rebecca's sister, Sybilla, in Knox County, 

Tennessee, and Thomas’s apparent third daughter.87 A few years before sister Rebecca’s 

marriage to James Campbell along the Tennessee/North Carolina border Thomas Linville Jr. 

married James's probable sister Jemimah Campbell. Though there is no official record, the 

information is prominent in family bible and family records of several descendants. 88  Although 

youngest daughter, Sybilla, would not marry for a few years she may not be the lone female in 

Thomas Sr.’s 1790 household, if his wife was still living. Sybilla may have been one of the 

females in other Linville households (Jane’s or Thomas Jr’s) helping out with younger nieces 
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and nephew.   If so, that would make the lone female in the 1790 household a wife of Thomas 

Sr. who might have been the Catherine who appeared by herself joining and then leaving the 

Cove Creek Baptist Church congregation in 1799-1800.89  The hope for more definitiveness 

about who Catherine was may emerge in the Linville family DNA project with 

FamilyTreeDNA.com.90 Descendants of three Thomas Linville male lines through sons 

Thomas, Richard, and Aaron share the same Y-DNA signature with each other.91   

The Cove Creek area land grant that Thomas Linville, Sr. obtained when he moved to 

western Wilkes County provides additional evidence of family relationships as well as 

suggested ages of two sons.  He obtained a transfer of Joshua Curtis's warrant for 100 acres on 

Cove Creek in Washington County, Tennessee as a North Carolina grant on 4 Sept 1790.92 The 

warrant for survey was issued and carried out 27 Jul 1791 with both Abraham Linville and 

Richard Linville as chain carriers.93  The warrant file indicated that the original Curtis grant was 

for 100 acres "above" Baker King on the creek.  Thomas Linville (Jr) and King are listed next to 

each other on the 1790 census with Thomas Sr. four lines before King.94  Thomas Jr.’s (bc 

1760) land is discussed in his own narrative. 

Thomas Linville, Sr.’s family also can be followed after the 1790 census using the tax 

records for Wilkes County. The 1793 tax list for the 12th district of Wilkes County included the 

first two male descendants of Thomas’s.95  Thomas (Sr.) was listed in 1793 with 1 poll and 400 

acres.96  Thomas Linville Jr. had 1 poll and 64 acres.97  Abraham Linville was then old enough 

to be a poll on his own (age 21) although he only had a horse, no land.98  Abraham's wife's 

family was likely nearby as by 1800 when the census was taken he appears married with 

children.99  On 30 Jul 1793, Thomas Linville, "Senr" was on a jury to view a road from Rich 
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Mountain to Lewis Stephens on the Watauga River and a bridle way from Cove Creek to the top 

of Stone Mountain.100   

In 1794, District #12 (Cove Creek) in Wilkes County belonged to tax collector Dyer. 

Whether he was related to the Zebulon Dyer who figured in land dealings with Thomas's son 

Richard in Tennessee is not known. That year, there were no polls in Thomas (Sr.)'s household 

and he was taxed for 400 acres.101 Given North Carolina tax records, this could suggest he is 

over 50 years and no longer taxed for himself - only his land.  There were two polls, though, in 

Thomas, Jr.'s household.102 Perhaps brother Richard was living/working with his older brother.  

Abraham still had no land, but 1 poll.103 That would mean that Aaron was still not 16 in 1794.   

 

Wilkes County – Taxes 1795 – Capt Dyers District 

[FHL microfilm 2,439,291, digital image 197] 
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There was no appreciable change in the tax record for 1795 except that Thomas Linville, 

Jr. and Abraham Linville were listed as delinquent.104  Thomas Sr. was recorded with no polls 

and 373 acres of land.105  Nearby were Abraham Vanderpool and his 200 acres and 1 poll, John 

Yount (Yunt) with no land and 1 poll106 and many Yount females (see 1790 census for him in 

Surry County107), and James Campbell who was, as indicated earlier, married to Thomas 

Linville Sr.'s daughter Rebecca.108 These were all listed in the same Capt. Dyers district. 

In 1795, Thomas Linville Sr. finally entered the land that he had been living on and 

taxed for at least five years.  Two entries were made: one for 200 acres on the waters of Brushy 

Fork of Cove Creek beginning in Joshua Curtis's line and running up the Creek to include 

Linville's plantation;109 the second for 70 acres lying on Vanderpool's creek beginning at 

Abraham Vanderpool's line and running up the creek, including the improvements whereon 

Thomas Linville, Jr. was living.110  A year later in 1796, the only change in the Linville taxable 

households was that Abraham Linville had 100 acres and 1 poll; Thomas Linvill, Jr. had 64 

acres and 1 poll; and Thomas Linvill, Sr., had 400 acres and 1 poll, again.111  This was likely 

son Richard was back home again with his father - with Aaron still not yet 21. Thomas Linville, 

Sr. appeared in Washington County, Tennessee court on 19 May 1796 to present an inventory 

for the estate of Peter Parkinson that was sold by the widow, then married to James Jones.112 

Included in the inventory was a note from Thomas Linville for $28.33 1/3 and one from 

Zachariah Campbell for $18.33. John Carter was the administrator for the estate.113   

The 1797 tax list for Wilkes County continued to be taken by visitation instead of 

recorded alphabetically.114 A Whittendon, neighbor of the Linvilles, was tax collector for the 

district.115  Thomas Linville Sr., so identified with 1 poll, had 400 acres, making him the third 

largest land owner in the district.116 The poll cannot be Richard because Richard Linville was in 
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his own household with 1 poll and no land.117  This poll, then, has to be Aaron Linville in 

Thomas Sr.'s 1797 household, which means as the youngest son was not yet 21 but over 16.  

Thomas Linville Jr., had 64 acres and 1 poll.118 Abraham still had his 100 acres and 1 poll.119  

James Campbell, Abraham Vanderpool, and John Yount were all nearby.120  Yount had 

acquired 260 acres of land.121   

Today, a drive through the Vanderpool and Linville creek areas in Cove Creek vicinity 

near Vilas, North Carolina gives one a sense about the conclave nature of the convergence of 

the creeks. These families were definitely close neighbors.  The Cove Creek land was finally 

certified to Thomas Linville (Sr) 3 Oct 1797 122 after which it seems likely that several of his 

offspring left North Carolina for Tennessee, as only family members Abraham Linville and 

James and Rebecca (Linville) Campbell remained in the area for the 1800 census.123  And yet, 

in March 1798 back in the Beaver Creek area where Thomas Linville's Mill Creek and old 

meeting house had existed, a deed for the 50 acres continued to use the "Thomas Linville line" 

as a reference point in deeds even though the family was clearly no longer there.124 

It appears that Thomas Linvill Sr. (bc 1732) died before 12 Nov 1798 near what is now 

the town of Vilas in Watauga County, NC, and apparently did leave a will, as on 4 Oct 1800 son 

Richard called himself “heir and legatee” of his deceased father, Thomas’s “old field”; 125 

however, no will or estate records are extant for him in either Wilkes (before it was split to 

create Ashe County) or Ashe County NC. 126 The last court record for Cove Creek area in 

Wilkes County would have been Oct-Nov in 1798 and Ashe County's first court was January 

1799.  However, Ashe County court records before 1806 have apparently not survived. 127 An 

Ashe County NC deed for "heir and legatee" of Thomas Linville submitted by his son Richard 

on 4 Oct 1800 who was already living in Grainger County TN certainly marks the last possible 
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date for his father Thomas's death.128 If the Catherine Linville who joined Three Forks Baptist 

Church for a month in July 1799129 was, indeed, his wife and Thomas did not join with her, we 

could surmise that Thomas died before then and between late 1798 and early 1799. Thomas 

Sr.'s son Thomas (bc 1760) was in Carter County TN by the time, having sold his own 60 acres 

of land 12 Nov 1798.130 Notably, he did not call himself "Jr." in the deed, again suggesting late 

1798 as the death of the father Thomas. Son Aaron didn't sell his apparently inherited part of his 

father's 400 acres until 1801131 and isn't on the 1800 census (4 Aug 1800),132 so seems to have 

been in the process of moving to join brother Richard in Tennessee; and their brother Abraham 

Linville stayed in Ashe - on his part of the "old field” until after 1810133 when he, too, joined his 

brothers in Tennessee before they all moved to Missouri.  

For these reasons, it appears that Thomas Linville born by 1732 died before 12 Nov 

1798 near what is now the town of Vilas in Watauga County NC. With only son Abraham and 

daughter Rebecca (Linville) Campbell still living in North Carolina for the 1800 census.134 All 

of Thomas Sr.'s sons—Thomas Jr., Abraham, Richard, and Aaron— and at least daughter 

Rebecca eventually moved to Missouri, most before it became a state. Jane (Linville) Smith 

died after 1850 in Giles County.135  Thomas Linville, Jr. moved to Little Fork of Doe River near 

Elizabethton, Tennessee (Carter County)136 where he and wife Jemimah were members of the 

Sinking Creek Baptist Church137 until 1812 when they moved to White County Tennessee138 

and eventually Missouri. Rebecca (Linville) Campbell and her family moved to Carter County 

Tennessee139 and later with the rest of the Linvilles to western Missouri.140 Richard became a 

landowner in Grainger, then, Anderson and Campbell counties Tennessee with substantial 

dealings,141 Aaron142 and (eventually) Abraham143 followed him to Campbell County NC. 

Sybilla (Linville) Mynatt, moved to Knox County, Tennessee where she died in 1852.144 There 
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were possibly other daughters not yet identified. (Details on each of his children are included in 

the Linville database.). 

 

Location of Linville land in White County, Tennessee 

In 1980, an oral history from the then owners of Howell's farm in White County, 

Tennessee, adjacent to land that had been owned by Moses Linville, claimed that Thomas Sr. - 

they called "Old Tom" - and a Moses Linville were the first two graves on their farm. However, 

Moses would have been a nephew, son of Thomas (bc 1732) Sr.'s brother, Richard. As we have 

seen in this narrative, further research has now established that Thomas Sr. (bc 1732) died in 

North Carolina by 1798 before the family migrated. This means that the previous oral history 

about "old Tom" being buried in 1817 at Howells farm in White County TN is not accurate.  

The oral history more likely just applied to his younger brother Moses's family.145,146 
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An ongoing DNA project using Thomas's descendants is focused on trying to identify 

his wife or wives. The only one possible reference found for someone who could be a wife is a 

Catherine Linville who appears in the same Baptist Church records as do Abraham Linville and 

his wife Margaret in the summer of 1799. She was received by experience the same Sunday in 

July as Margaret and others, but a month after joining, Catherine "being about to move away"147 

requested a letter of dismissal in August 1799, which was granted. Presumably, this move was 

to Tennesee where her apparent oldest son Thomas Linville's family had settled in Carter 

County, Tennessee, since her possible husband (or father), Thomas, died before 12 Nov 1798 

and certainly by July 1799. 

Relying primarily on the few available land, tax, and marriage records—with no extant 

probate records for this group of Linvilles—geography has been an important delimiting factor 

in identifying Thomas Linville and his offspring. And the migration timing of those offspring to 

Missouri does suggest that their father Thomas Linville (bc 1732) died about 1798.  He would 

have been at least 65 years old in 1817, having lived in Pennsylvania, Virginia, and North 

Carolina, in his lifetime. 
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